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In short:
This exciting new project aims to resurrect the memory of
forgotten New Forest naval hero Admiral Sir Harry Burrard
Neale, to mark the 250th anniversary of his birth.
Sir Harry had a glittering naval career, rising through the ranks to become
a Lord of the Admiralty and subsequently Commander-in-Chief of the
Mediterranean Fleet. As Mayor and MP for Lymington over many years,
he was widely respected and, on his death in 1840, a magnificent obelisk
was erected, by public subscription, in his memory.

Over time, this Walhampton Monument has become overgrown and largely
obscured – as has the memory of Sir Harry. The ‘Burrard Neale 250’ project aims
to raise awareness of this forgotten hero and restore his neglected monuments.

The project is being led, on behalf of Lymington & Pennington Town Council,
by the Lymington Society – the town’s civic society – supported by the Hampshire
Gardens Trust. In addition, Hampshire County Council, New Forest District
Council, the New Forest National Park Authority, St. Barbe Museum & Art
Gallery and St. Thomas’ Church, Lymington are each involved with aspects
of ‘Burrard Neale 250’.

Walhampton Monument c.1900

The ‘Burrard Neale 250’ project has four distinct strands:
• Raising awareness of the project – especially through volunteers and
communication with New Forest and Solent organisations.

• Restoring the Walhampton site and monument to their former glory. This
will include introducing interpretation and seating – making it once again
an attractive, interesting and popular place to visit. [For financial reasons,
restoration of the monument may follow that of its surrounding site]

• Maintaining the attraction of the Walhampton site, via the on-going attention
of ‘Friends of Sir Harry’ volunteers.
• Celebrating Sir Harry’s 250th Anniversary – by linking the Admiral
with a series of community events, throughout 2015, of attraction to
New Forest residents and visitors alike.

Undershore entrance to the ‘Solent Way’

The ‘Solent Way’ footpath
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Walhampton Monument today

The Monument from Lymington
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About Sir Harry
September 2015 will see the 250th anniversary of the birth, in 1765, of
Admiral Sir Harry Burrard Neale Bt. GCB GCMG, 2nd Baronet of Walhampton,
whose lifetime achievements – both naval and civic – were so great that, on his
death in 1840, it was agreed to erect a magnificent obelisk in his memory, by
public subscription – and 2,000 people attended the laying of its foundation stone!

Harry Burrard, son of the Governor of Yarmouth Castle, was born in the Castle
and educated at Christchurch Grammar School. He joined the Royal Navy in
1778 and went on to have a glittering naval career, rising to be a Lord of the
Admiralty and subsequently Commander-in-Chief of the Mediterranean Fleet.
He achieved national prominence in 1797, for his role in quelling the mutiny
at the Nore – an anchorage in the Thames Estuary.

Britain was at war with revolutionary France at the time and, when mutineers
blockaded the Thames, it was seen as a possible prelude to a British revolution
– and had to be put down with great urgency. Sir Harry earned the gratitude of
both George III and the City of London and was subsequently presented with
the ‘Nore Drum’ in recognition of his part in the action. This drum, one of
Lymington’s most important treasures – is currently on display at the National
Maritime Museum, Greenwich.

Admiral Sir Harry Burrard Neale

Sir Harry was also Mayor of Lymington and an MP for the town – for no fewer
than 25 years over a period of 45 years. Walhampton House (now occupied by
Walhampton School) was his family home.

Another unique monument – the ‘Gas Lamp Monument’, adjacent to the Royal
Lymington Yacht Club – commemorates the fact that Sir Harry paid for the lamp
standards for the first gas street lighting of the town, in 1832. Sir Harry died in
February 1840 and is buried in Lymington’s St. Thomas’ Church, where a third
monument can be found.
Sir Harry added the ‘Neale’ to his surname on his marriage, in 1795, to Grace
Neale. They had no children and the Baronetcy passed to his brother.

The Walhampton Monument – for which the foundation stone was laid in
September 1840 and which was completed in 1842 – is a particularly fine 76ft
obelisk, made from granite cut from the same Dartmoor quarry and at the same
time as that of Nelson’s Column. Plaques on its four sides record different aspects
of Sir Harry’s life with, for example, the plaque facing the town highlighting
his civic achievements and that facing the Solent recording how, in addition
to quelling the Nore Mutiny, his naval record included the capture and /or
destruction of 20 enemy vessels.

Gas Lamp Monument

These days, the Monument is literally one of the New Forest’s ‘hidden gems’
for, whilst it originally stood prominently on the exposed ‘Mount Pleasant’
– directly opposite Lymington High St., across the Lymington River – the
subsequent 172 years have seen all but its tip obscured by surrounding trees.
Furthermore, pedestrian access to the Monument from Undershore, by what
is now the ‘Solent Way’, leaves much to be desired. To most people, the Grade
II* obelisk – and hence Sir Harry – is literally ‘out of sight and out of mind’!

St. Thomas’ Church Monument
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Project Plans
Whilst ‘Burrard Neale 250’ is planned to be one holistic project – with
the objective of raising awareness of Sir Harry, his life and times, and
renewed pride in his achievements – for workload and financial reasons,
it is expected to be conducted in 5 phases:
1. Raising awareness of the project – especially through written and
verbal communication with New Forest, Lymington and Solent
organisations – and recruiting support.

2. Restoring the Walhampton site (excluding the Monument) and
introducing interpretation and seating – making it once again an
attractive, interesting and popular place to visit. Whilst the larger
arboreal works and improvements to the ‘Solent Way’ and its drainage
will require contractors, it is proposed that all landscape work will be
coordinated through one Landscape Plan, drawn up with the assistance
of the Hampshire Gardens Trust, and that a significant proportion
of the lighter work will be undertaken by volunteers. It is hoped that
restoration of the smaller ‘Gas Lamp’ and St. Thomas’ monuments
will also be achievable in this phase.
3. Restoring the Walhampton Monument to its former glory.
This work, to the Grade II* structure, will necessitate the employment
of specialist craftsmen and, principally due to water penetration, and
settlement and breakage of the surrounding slabs, is forecast to cost
up to £70,000 – for which grant funding is being sought and
donations will be gratefully received.

4. Maintaining the attraction of the Walhampton site, via the continued
attention of ‘Friends of Sir Harry’ volunteers.
5. Celebrating Sir Harry’s 250th Anniversary – by linking the Admiral
with a series of community events, throughout 2015, of attraction to
as many Lymingtonians as possible!

Timings:

In terms of timings, Phase 1 commences immediately, with this brochure
and, if the Phase 2 landscaping of the Walhampton site is to be achieved
ahead of Sir Harry’s September 2015 anniversary, the bulk of this work
needs to be undertaken in Autumn / Winter 2014 / 15 – the right
time of year for the trees and birds.

It is proposed that recruitment of ‘Friends of Sir Harry’ – to participate in
this Autumn / Winter work – should start as soon as possible, whilst the
timing of the Phase 3 restoration of the Walhampton Monument will be
dictated by its funding.

How to get involved
There’s plenty for everyone in ‘Burrard Neale
250’ – whether you’re young or old, physically
active or house-bound – ranging from helping
research Sir Harry’s naval career to planting
snowdrops at Walhampton, or studying local
democracy in the time of ‘Pocket Boroughs’,
to designing interpretation panels – or even
the project itself. However much time you
can spare, we’ll be pleased to welcome you!
Particular attention is being paid to the
involvement of schools and youth organisations,
as well as volunteers. Educational projects
involving local children are planned, to ensure
that the life and times of Lymington’s most
illustrious resident continue to be a source
of local pride for years to come.
• Please spread word of ‘Burrard Neale 250’
as widely as possible.
• If you represent an organisation, please
discuss how you and your members /
colleagues could best get involved – we’ll
be pleased to come and talk with you.
• Follow developments on our website,
at www.burrard-neale250.org.uk, or
in the ‘Lymington Times’ or ‘Southern
Daily Echo’.
• Contact us:

www.burrard-neale250.org.uk
Tel: 01590 672673

Phase 5 celebrations are planned to start before the close of 2014
[Sir Harry is already scheduled to feature in a St. Barbe exhibition
and Historical Society talk this winter] and to run throughout 2015.

Our thanks to St. Barbe Museum & Art Gallery and to
Jude James for providing material used in this brochure.

Mount Pleasant to the Needles c.1850
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